[image: image1.jpg]SOCIETY OF

NUCLEAR MEDICINE
I] AND MOLECULAR IMAGING




Committee Report

SNMMI Board of Directors 
January 2022
Outreach Committee

Function/Goals of the Committee: (specific to the SNMMI Strategic Plan)
The Outreach Committee is charged with fulfilling the goals and objectives of the Outreach Domain within the Strategic Plan. 

The goal is as follows: “Patients and medical community recognize the value of nuclear medicine, molecular imaging, and radionuclide therapy.” 

The objectives are to:

· increase the number of patients advocating in support of the value of radiopharmaceuticals;

· increase referring physicians’ awareness of new radiopharmaceuticals;

· improve collaboration with other medical societies;

· increase SNMMI’s outreach efforts and resources within the imaging community;

· increase outreach to hospital administrators; and

· expand financial resources dedicated to outreach activities.
Chair of Committee: Bital Savir-Baruch, MD, and Chadwick Wright, MD
Board Liaison: Giuseppe Esposito, MD
Domain Chair: Giuseppe Esposito, MD
Date of Last meeting: June 2, 2021
Date of Next meeting: February 7, 2022
Update on Programs of the Committee: (Optional: If the committee has specific programming activities.)
Action Items in Progress/Pending: 

The Outreach Committee is working in a variety of areas to fulfill its charge, including:

· Focus on patient advocacy: Members of the SNMMI Patient Advocacy Advisory Board continue to provide support for SNMMI’s activities on the Hill related to reimbursement. Ten patient groups have signed on to a letter of support for the FIND Act, and patients regularly participate in SNMMI’s virtual fly-ins with congressional staff. SNMMI on January 12 conducted a briefing on the Act for the brain patient advocacy community and in the next month or two will conduct a briefing for the breast cancer advocacy community. In addition, SNMMI will present on the FIND Act at the National Consortium of Breast Cancers annual meeting in March. Outreach also has worked with the FIND Act Coalition to provide a patient testimonial for its Right Scan Right Time blog. In the coming months, SNMMI plans to hold a series of roundtables with patient groups specific to disease types to dialogue on a range of awareness and access issues.
· Focus on educating the patient community: A number of initiatives are underway to promote patient education, including development of a program for the 2022 Patient Education Day, June 12 in Vancouver, British Columbia. In addition, Outreach is developing a series of animated videos on nuclear medicine topics to help patients better understand the role of specific procedures in diagnosing, characterizing, staging, and/or treating disease. The first video covered a breast cancer topic; future videos are planned for prostate cancer, NETs and brain topics. Finally, SNMMI continued its role leading the #ReturnToCare Coalition, which has grown to 30 organizations working together to encourage patients to seek necessary care during the COVID pandemic.
· Focus on educating referring physicians: SNMMI has initiated numerous virtual and in-person events to educate the referring physician community, including:

· Satellite Symposia on PSMA imaging and therapy—Through medical education grants from Lantheus Medical Imaging, the SNMMI Prostate Cancer Outreach Working Group presented a virtual satellite symposium at the AUA Annual Meeting, September 12, drawing 272 urologists, and has planned a second symposium to be presented both in-person and virtually at the ASCO-GU conference on February 18 in San Francisco.

· Collaboration with NANETS on MIBG webinars—Through a medical education grant from Lantheus Medical Imaging, SNMMI’s NET Outreach Working Group collaborated with NANETS to present two webinars on MIBG therapy, including a clinical overview of the therapy (August 18 – 65 attendees) and a session on its practical implementation in the institutional setting (October 20 – 92 attendees).

· Satellite Symposium on FES imaging—Through a medical education grant from GE Healthcare, SNMMI Outreach held a satellite symposium at the San Antonio Breast Cancer Symposium on December 10, drawing 54 oncologists, imagers, and patients.
· Presentation panels at NANETS, ASTRO and LUGPA—SNMMI’s NET Outreach Working Group presented a session at the NANETS Annual Meeting (112 attendees) and the Prostate Cancer Outreach Working Group provided presentations at ASTRO (125 attendees) and the Large Urology Group Practice Association (151 attendees).
· Roadshow on Dopamine Transporter Imaging—Through a medical education grant from GE Healthcare, SNMMI’s Brain Imaging Outreach Working Group in October presented a live dinner symposium on dopamine transporter imaging in Boston, Massachusetts, drawing an attendance of 19 neurologists and imagers. Another event is planned for May 25 in Miami, as a satellite event to the Movement Disorder Society’s Pan Am Section Annual Meeting.
· Webinars on lymph node mapping and sentinel node biopsy—Following up on a webinar in spring 2021 regarding lymph node mapping and sentinel node biopsy, SNMMI Outreach held two additional webinars on head and neck cancers (July 21, 67 attendees) and melanoma (November 10, 65 attendees).

· Videos on prostate cancer imaging—SNMMI’s Prostate Cancer Outreach Working Group in January recorded a video on fluciclovine. This will be edited and sent to UroToday for inclusion on its website and distribution to its audience. A second video—a mock tumor board for PSMA scans—is planned in the coming months.
· Article on Molecular Breast Imaging—Members of SNMMI’s Breast Cancer Outreach Working Group authored an article on “Advances and Future Directions in Molecular Breast Imaging,” published in the Journal of Nuclear Medicine in January 2022 to raise the profile of MBI. 

· Article on PSMA Therapy—Members of SNMMI’s Prostate Cancer Outreach Working Group are working on the Lu-PSMA section of the upcoming JNMT Theranostics Supplement.
Action Items Completed since June 2021: 
· SNMMI’s Patient Advocacy Advisory Board hosted its 10th Annual Patient Education Day, a virtual event held on three Saturdays in August 2021 to help patients understand the role of nuclear medicine and molecular imaging in diagnosing, characterizing, staging, and treating breast cancer (45 attendees), prostate cancer (57 attendees) and NETs (121 attendees). Videos of all three sessions have been posted to the SNMMI You Tube channel and have received a total of an additional 1,000+ views.   

· Outreach this fall worked with the FIND Act Coalition to provide a patient testimonial for its Right Scan Right Time blog. 
· The Breast Cancer Imaging Outreach Working Group and the Patient Advocacy Advisory Board in December completed a two-minute video on FES and its role in characterizing breast cancer. This video has been distributed to 30+ breast cancer patient groups.
· Through medical education grants from Lantheus Medical Imaging, SNMMI presented a virtual satellite symposium on PSMA imaging at the AUA Annual Meeting on September 12, drawing 272 urologists. A follow-up email was sent to these attendees providing them with SNMMI’s newly published PSMA AUC as well as information on the FIND Act. A video of the symposium has been posted to UroToday for additional viewing.
· Through a medical education grant from GE Healthcare, SNMMI Outreach held a satellite symposium at the San Antonio Breast Cancer Symposium on December 10, drawing 54 oncologists, imagers, and patients. All onsite attendees at the event received a thumb drive with the new FES video as well as SNMMI’s breast-related AUC and factsheets, as well as information on the FIND Act.
· Through a medical education grant from Lantheus Medical Imaging, SNMMI’s NET Outreach Working Group collaborated with NANETS to present two webinars on MIBG therapy, including a clinical overview of the therapy (August 18 – 65 attendees) and a session on its practical implementation in the institutional setting (October 20 – 92 attendees).
· SNMMI’s NET Outreach Working Group presented a session on PRRT at the NANETS Annual Meeting (112 attendees).
· Prostate Cancer Outreach Working Group provided presentations on PSMA at ASTRO (125 attendees) and the Large Urology Group Practice Association (151 attendees).
· Through a medical education grant from GE Healthcare, SNMMI’s Brain Imaging Outreach Working Group in October presented a live dinner symposium on dopamine transporter imaging in Boston, Massachusetts, drawing an attendance of 19 neurologists and imagers.
· SNMMI Outreach held two webinars on lymph node mapping and sentinel node biopsy for head and neck cancers (July 21 – 67 attendees) and melanoma (November 10 – 65 attendees).
· Members of SNMMI’s Breast Cancer Outreach Working Group authored an article on “Advances and Future Directions in Molecular Breast Imaging,” published in the Journal of Nuclear Medicine in January 2022 to raise the profile of MBI. 
Recommendations/Questions for the Board of Directors: 

Other Comments: 
